
Stamp this box and return to the 
Admissions desk for your reward!
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Curious Conifers
Come see our curious conifers. They grow in many shapes 
and sizes. Some are globe-shaped. Others resemble a 
pyramid. Several conifers have branches that extend up like 
a column. Many have branches that trail down toward the 
ground. There are species that can get to be more than 100 
feet tall. On the other hand, some species grow no bigger 
than a toddler. Conifers can have needles that are smooth or 
leaves that are scaly. One thing all conifers have in common 
is that they produce cones that hold seeds.

Try This! 
The conifers you discovered in this 
edition of Kid Quest are just a few 
of the many conifers here at Lewis 
Ginter Botanical Garden. Take a 
walk through the garden and try 
counting how many different kinds 
you can find. 

At Clue #6, stamp the green box below and return this 
sheet to the Admissions desk for your reward!
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  Curious Conifers        
Follow the path until you spot a large, bushy 

conifer that is partly green and partly light 
yellow. This species is variegated, which means 
it has more than one color tone. Green is the 
dominate color because the green leaves are 
able to photosynthesize. In other words, the 
green leaves make food for the plant. Do you 

see any pattern to the variegation on this 
conifer? 

Name the conifer on the back of this sheet. 

Just ahead, there is a tree that provides food 
and shelter for squirrels and birds. The seeds 

in its cones make tasty meals. Its branches 
are very limber and do not break easily. Gently 
touch a needle from a branch that grows over 
the path. Do you think this conifer would be 
a comfortable animal home? Where might an 
animal choose to live in this tree?

Name the conifer on the back of this sheet. 
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Continue ahead. You will see a tree that can 
be found in many parks and gardens here in 

the United States, but it is originally from central 
Europe where it grows on windy mountaintops. 
There, its seeds spread and grow very easily. 
Look closely to discover the cones that hold the 
seeds of this tree. How do you think seeds are 
released from the cones? 

Name the conifer on the back of this sheet.

Walk to the end of the path. Look to your 
left to discover a stately tree. This conifer 

is the national tree of Japan where it is often 
planted around temples and shrines. It can grow 
to be 230 feet tall and is related to the biggest 

tree species on earth - the Giant Sequoia. 
Although this tree can be quite large, it has 

tiny cones. Are you able to see any them? 
How many can you count? 

 Name the conifer on the back of this sheet. 

Pick up a map of the garden in the 
Visitors Center. 

Stay on the path until you spot a conifer with 
delicate leaves that trail slightly downward. 

Its name comes from the Latin term arbor vitae, 
which means tree of life. It may have been 
given this name because some think the sap, 
bark and leaves of this tree have medicinal 
properties. Try gently touching the foliage 
in a downward motion. Do you feel tiny 
scales on the leaves? 

Name the conifer on the back of this sheet. 

Head down the Main Garden Path. Right 
before the Lotus Bridge, turn left and walk 

ahead past the Rose Garden. When you reach 
a grassy path on your right, make that turn into 
Streb Conifer Garden. On your right, you will 
see a conifer that is a popular Christmas tree 
because of its bluish color and symmetrical 
pyramid shape. Take a step back. Are you 
able to see the triangular form? 

Name the conifer on the back of this sheet.  


