
Stamp this box and return to the 
Admissions Desk for your reward!

Kid Quest
        April - May 2017

Wonderful Wetlands
Swamps, marshes and bogs are all wetlands, areas of land 
that are saturated with water for most of the year. Many 
wetlands were drained for commercial development before 
scientists discovered their vital functions. Wetlands act as 
purifiers by trapping sediment, filtering out pollutants, and 
absorbing excess nutrients. Additionally, they provide 
habitats for wildlife and prevent flooding by storing water. 
Take a stroll through West Island Garden to discover some 
amazing plants that have adapted to living in soggy soil. 

Try This! 
Walk across the Lotus Bridge and 
look for a floating island. The roots 
of the plants growing on the island 
naturally filter pollutants from the 
water. The island also provides a 
habitat for animals. Do you see 
any animals today?

At Clue #6, stamp the green box below and return this 
sheet to the Admissions Desk for your reward!
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  Kid Quest        
Make your way outside of the loop and look 

to the right for a shrubby tree with sprawling 
branches. According to folklore, the flowers of 
this tree appear when a type of fish called shad 
swim in plentiful numbers in the spring. The fruit 
of this tree looks much like a blueberry. Native 
Americans used it to make a food they called 

pemmican. Can you see any of the fruit 
beginning to form? 

Name the tree on the back of this sheet. 

Proceed ahead until you see a tall tree with 
small needles and shaggy bark. Search the 

ground for knobby brown "knees" connected 
to this tree. Researchers have several theories 
about the function of these "knees". They could 
help the tree absorb oxygen or stabilize the tree 
in soggy soil. Try counting the number of knees 
you see. How many are there?

Name the tree on the back of this sheet. 

1 4

52

3 6

Next to the red-berried bush, look for a small 
tree growing close to the boardwalk. This 

tree has papery thin bark. Try gently touching 
a piece of the peeling bark. Researchers think 
this tree might shed its bark to increase light 
absorption. It could also be trying to prevent 
parasites from settling in. Researchers are still 
looking for a definite answer. What do you think?

Name the tree on the back of this sheet.

Walk further down the path. Do you see 
a small stream running under a bridge? 

Notice how the stream empties into the wetland. 
Peer over the bridge railing into the water to 
find small animals swimming around. Wetland 

habitats support many wildlife species. 
How might these animals fit into their 
ecosystem? Do you think they are 
herbivores, carnivores, or omnivores? 

 Name the animal on the back of this sheet. 

Grab a map from the Admissions Desk  
in the Robins Visitors Center.

Continue your stroll by walking around the 
loop that is just ahead. Find a multicolored 

plant at the water's edge. It has a modified leaf 
that looks like a long, slender tube. Insects are 
lured inside the tube by an enticing smell. Once 
insects are inside, they slide down the tube 
and can't escape. This plant digests the 
insects and absorbs nutrients it can't get 
from wetland soil. 

                                               Name the plant on the back of this sheet. 

Using your map, head down the Main Garden 
Walk. Veer right at the Rose Garden onto 

the boardwalk leading into West Island Garden. 
Look for a large bush located behind a bench. 
In the spring, this bush grows tiny white flowers. 
Can you see any buds or blooms? Red berries 
form when the petals fall away. Perhaps you can 
spot some dried berries that wetland birds 
did not eat in the winter. 

Name the bush on the back of this sheet.  


