
Stamp this box using the stamp pad by Clue #6.

Kid Quest
        November - December 2017 

Conifer Cones
Did you know that scientists have found fossils from conifer 
trees that are 300 million years old?  Conifers grew on our 
planet before dinosaurs lived because of their simple way 
of reproducing. Conifers depend on the wind to blow pollen 
from male cones to larger female cones. In the fall, the female 
cones dry out and the scales pop open to release the seeds. 
Each seed has a tiny wing that detaches and blows away on a 
breeze to a place where it might grow. Here in the Garden, we 
have many species of trees that grow cones in various shapes 
and sizes. See how many you can find! 

Try This! 
Explore your neighborhood and 
schoolyard in search of conifer 
cones. You never know how many 
different types you will discover. 
Collect some of them to make a 
decoration for your home!

At Clue #6, stamp the green box below and                              
return to the Admissions Desk for your reward! 
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  Kid Quest        
Walk just a tiny bit forward and turn left at 

the intersection. Stroll along Sydnor Lake 
towards the CWDKids Tree House. Be on the 
lookout for a conifer with clusters of tiny blue 
balls. These are not berries. They are actually 
cones that have adapted over millions of years 
to attract hungry birds who help distribute the 
seeds. This conifer has a strong scent. Try 
gently rubbing the evergreen leaves between 
your fingers. Do you like the way it smells? 

Name the tree on the back of this sheet. 

Stay on the same walkway. Look for a tall tree 
on the left with large wind chimes hanging 

from it. This conifer has rough bark, soft needles 
and prickly cones. Pick up one that has fallen to 
the ground. Can you describe the way it feels?  
Examine the scales on the cone to see where 
you think the seeds were attached before they 
blew away.     

                                                  Name the tree on the back of this sheet.
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Look to the left side of the walkway to find a 
tree growing right next to Sydnor Lake. The 

cones of this tree are tough and green in the 
fall. By winter, they are brown and woody. Wild 
turkey, water birds, and squirrels like to eat the 
seeds inside the cones. Seeds that don’t get 
gobbled up are carried away by waterways to a 
place they might grow. 

        Name the tree on the back of this sheet.

Just across the way, find a tree with sprawling 
branches. This conifer is the national tree of 

Japan where it is often planted around temples 
and shrines. It can grow to be over 200 feet 
tall and is related to the biggest tree species 
on earth - the giant sequoia. There are many 
tiny cones on this big tree. How many can you 
count? Pick one up from the ground to get a 
closer look at its tiny scales. 

  Name the tree on the back of this sheet. 

Pick up a map at the Admissions Desk in 
the Robins Visitor Center.

Continue just a few steps along the walkway 
to find a tall tree right next to the one you just 

observed. This conifer has cones with scales 
that are tightly wrapped and contain a gooey 
resin. If you see one of these cones on the 
ground, you can pick it up. You might notice that 
it is indeed a bit sticky. This stickiness helps 
tree pollen adhere to the cone. 

                                           Name the tree on the back of this sheet. 

 

Using your map, head down the Main Garden 
Walk and over the Lotus Bridge. Just after 

you cross the bridge, you will see a lovely tree 
with leaves that grow in fanlike shapes. If you 
look very closely, you will spot some small round 
cones on this conifer. When they first appeared 
on the tree, they were green. As they dried 
out, they turned brown, lifted their scales and 
released their seeds. How many seeds do you 
think one cone holds?

Name the tree on the back of this sheet.  


