
At plant #6, stamp this box and  return to the
 Admissions Desk for your reward! 

KID
QUEST
January-March 2018

Try This! 
We have many types of  this 
flowering plant in the semi-tropical 
East Wing of the Conservatory. 
How many varieties can you find? 
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Record  the plants you discover on your quest.

PLANTS FROM
AROUND THE WORLD
Come discover a variety of exotic plants from around the world in 
our Conservatory.  There are specimens from Mexico, Australia and 
Madagascar just to name a few. Most of the plants in the Conservatory 
are grown indoors because they cannot thrive  year round in our local 
Virginia climate.  



KID
QUEST

Just across the way, find a tall plant from 
Thailand with giant leaves and a smooth 

greenish-black pseudostem, which looks like 
a trunk, but is not. Pseudostems are formed by 
tightly packed leaves that emerge at the top of the 
plant as it grows taller. Try gently touching it to 
see if it feels different than a tree trunk. 

  Name the plant on the back of this sheet. 

Meander out of the West Wing and continue 
to circle the Conservatory towards the left. 

Look for a tree with fan-shaped leaves that grows 
in the wild rainforests of Australia. It begins its 
life in the shade of the understory where it can 
live quite happily for many years, but eventually 
it grows to be one of the tallest trees in the forest. 

Name the palm on the back of this sheet. 

Make your way around the Conservatory 
to the East Wing. Once you enter, look 

immediately to your left to spot a tree with 
sword-shaped leaves that hails from the 
rainforests of Madagascar.  This tree is supported 
by stilt roots that grow above ground. Can you 
guess why stilt roots are a useful adaptation?

                                                  Name the tree on the back of this sheet.
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Continue moving left into the West Wing.  
Walk to the back of this wing where you 

will find a plant that blooms only once in its 
lifetime.  This plant is native to Mexico and the 
South Western United States where it is very dry. 
The thick waxy leaves prevent water loss. Try to 
gently touch a leaf, but watch out for the spines. 

        Name the plant on the back of this sheet.

Look right beside you to find a much smaller 
plant from Brazil that has tiny modified leaves 

called spines.  The spines help protect the plant 
from critters who would like to eat it.  Spines also 
prevent water loss by slowing transpiration of 
water.  Do you see the tiny spines?  They grow out 
of fuzzy bumps called areoles. 

                                           Name the plant on the back of this sheet. 

 

Pick up a map at the Admissions Desk and 
head to the Conservatory. Once inside, turn 

left  to see a tall tree with shaggy bark that thrives 
in Mexico. The trunk of this tree is able to bend 
and flex in vigorous winds. A crown of large 
leaves tops this strong trunk.  Look up. How many  
leaves do you think there are on this tree?

        Name the palm on the back of this sheet.
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