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 Bright Spots 
 

(ROUTE DIRECTIONS ARE ALWAYS NOTED IN ALL CAPS) 

March 8, 2018 
  

 Did you know…? 
  Rivers of golden daffodils are flowing through the garden beds here at Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Garden, heralding the imminent arrival of Spring.  If you prefer your announcements 
pitched a little more softly though, you might stroll along the upper Asian Valley path to a swath 
of Spiraea thunbergii 'Ogon'.  Commonly known as bridal wreath, baby’s breath, or breath of 
spring, these deciduous shrubs are in full bloom.  The tiny white flowers pour down the 
gracefully arching stems in a fountain of delicate bloom. 
 The genus name is from the Greek speira meaning wreath, and it is easy to envision the 
slender, floriferous stems being woven into a wreath to adorn a bride’s brow.  The golden color 
of the emerging leaves explains this variety’s name.  “Ogon” means gold in Japanese.  (Spiraea 
thunbergii are native to China and Japan.)  As the leaves mature they do turn to green (or 
chartreuse in shadier locations) and then finally to orange in Fall. 
 Zucker notes that they do not provide any decorative fruits (and thus no food for birds), 
and seems to discourage giving the genus much garden space.  The Floridata reference below 
is more enthusiastic about ‘Ogon’ in particular and offers several planting combinations to 
consider.  In addition, Spiraea is a hardy shrub with no “serious” disease or pest problems 
according to Missouri Botanical.  If your garden does not have room for a grouping, ‘Ogon’ can 
be highlighted as a specimen shrub.  It will mature to a height and width of about 5’-6’.   

 
Sources:  Flowering Shrubs and Small Trees, I. Zucker, pp.190-193, [SB 435 .Z8 1990]; 

https://floridata.com/Plants/Rosaceae/Spiraea%20thunbergii/918; 
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=d781; 
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/all/spiraea-thunbergii/ 

 
*Notable Plants: Several times a month, Garden Volunteers record the most dramatic seasonal 
displays and highlight exceptional plants in the garden and Conservatory. 
+Denotes Virginia Native Plant 
 

Plant Material 
Throughout the Garden be on the lookout for emerging crocuses and other spring 

blooms 

Location 

FOUNTAIN TERRACE  
Variegated Boxwood, Buxus sempervirens ‘Aureovariegata’, variegated, pyramid-shaped 
evergreen, leaves edged in yellow 

Throughout, 16 
matched specimens 

Winter Daphne, Daphne odora, small shrub with evergreen leaves; small pink tubular 
fragrant flowers  

Left rear bed Garden 
Shop side 

*Helleborus x ericsmithii ‘Silvermoon’, clusters of creamy white flowers fading to green 
above foliage of elongated silvery-green leaves 

Left rear bed  Garden 
Shop side 

Lenten Rose, Helleborus x ‘Yellow Lady’, clusters of pale yellow flowers, aging to lime 
green 

Left front bed Garden 
Shop side 

OUTSIDE THE GATES, TURN LEFT AND THEN RIGHT TO ENTER  



Page | 2 
 

GEORGE BRAGDON DAFFODIL GARDEN 
POTS CONTAIN A MIX OF RHODODENDRONS AND OTHER SPRING BLOOMERS 

Tazetta Daffodil, Narcissus ‘Cragford’ 8W-0, small, fragrant creamy white flower with 
orange center 

Throughout 

Helleborus ‘Ivory Prince’ (PBR), pale green flowers with deep rose striping Both sides of archway  
Narcissus jonquilla henriquesii, tiny yellow flowers over thread leaf foliage Right of outer path 

RETURN TO CENTRAL PATH, WALK TO THE ARBOR  
Flowering Cherry, Prunus x ‘Snofozam’ Snow Fountains®, cascading cherry blossoms  Over the arbor, both 

sides 
TURN LEFT TOWARD EDUCATION CENTER THEN RIGHT ALONG TRIANGLE BEDS 

FOUNTAIN GARDEN 
UPPER LEVEL 

 

EAST and WEST TRIANGLE BEDS 
Plantings of violas form a pattern, Spring bulbs are emerging to fill in the spaces 

 

Cornus sericea ‘Arctic Fire’, multi-stemmed shrub with upright bright red stems Pots on both sides of 
the steps 

Conservatory, Palm House  
*Sago Palm, Cycas revoluta, lush stems radiating from center (This 32 year old plant 
was started from seed by a garden volunteer and recently donated to LGBG.) 

Spiral bed, second 
level, left of center 

Blechnum brasiliense ‘Volcano’, evergreen fern, new fronds emerge an intense red color 
then mature to bronze 

Spiral bed, first level 
deep in bed 

Beefsteak Begonia, Begonia xerytherophylla, leathery green leaves with burgundy 
undersides, delicate pink flower clusters on tall stalks 

Spiral bed, front center 

Cordyline fruticosa ‘Brian’s Diamond’, long dagger shaped leaves, new foliage is a mix of 
pink and cream stripes, older leaves have a range of green shades 

Left rear corner bed 

Calathea bicajoux, low growing plants, green leaves edged in white and pink Left rear corner bed 

Conservatory, East Wing 
Take time to appreciate the ever-changing orchid display 

 

Spiral Ginger, Costus comosus, glossy green leaves with spirally arranged velvety 
undersides, large showy flowers 

Left side near doors 

*Bougainvillea x ‘Monka’, Oo-la-la®, stunning magenta-red flower bracts on climbing 
branches 

Far left corner climbing 
high on glass 

Conservatory, West Wing 
Enjoy an array of Spring flowering bulbs 

 

Meyers Lemon, Citrus x limon ‘Meyer’, small tree with waxy white, highly fragrant 
blossoms and yellow lemons 

Pot, right side 

Passion Flower, Passiflora vitifolia, vigorous vine displays large crimson flowers in great 
abundance, rich green, deeply lobed evergreen leaves 

Left side, climbing the 
arbor 

Enjoy a display of spring bulbs including crocus, hyacinth, tulips, and daffodils Both sides 
Oxalis triangularis ‘Mijke’, vibrant burgundy/purple leaf plant with pink flowers Throughout 
Crown of Thorns, Euphorgbia milii ‘Mini Spring Song’, thorny plant with sparse leaves, 
small pale yellow flowers 

Back left corner bed 

Red Headed Irishman, Mammillaria spinosissima, small deep pink flowers with yellow 
centers born on numerous low multi-lobed cactus 

Right side just past the 
cottage 

FROM CONSERVATORY, PROCEED TO ANGLED PATH ON THE LEFT  
CONTINUE TO VISITOR CENTER AND TURN LEFT ON THE AGGREGATE WALK 

ASIAN VALLEY 
A variety of foliage colors and textures  

characteristic of an Asian garden

 

Kobus Magnolia, Magnolia Kobus, small tree with pale creamy flowers with rose streaks, 
emerging from fuzzy catkins 

Right of path 

Bell Flowered Cherry, Prunus campanulata ‘Okame’, small tree with a froth of dark 
reddish purple buds emerging 

Right of path near Café 
fence and throughout 

Camellia japonica ‘April Remembered’, semi-double shell pink flowers Right of path, top of hill 
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Lenten Rose, Helleborus x orientalis, clumps of flowers with large leaves; mix of purples, 
pinks, and whites 

right side on hillside 

Sawara Cypress, Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Filifera Aurea’, mounded shrub of threadleaf 
golden foliage 

Straight ahead at the 
bottom of the path 

TURN RIGHT ONTO GRAVEL LOOP  
*Edgeworthia tomentosa ‘Gold Rush’, medium shrub with unusual drooping flowers at 
tips of branches; white outer petals, opening to yellow, very fragrant 

Back of the loop 

EXIT LOOP AND CONTINUE ALONG LAKE  

False Cypress, Chamaecyparis pisifera ‘Filifera King’s Gold’, large mounding shrub with 
bright gold foliage 

Right of path  

Variegated Himalayan Pine, Pinus wallichiana ‘Zebrina’, elegant, long, drooping, blue 
needles, banded with creamy yellow 

Left on hillside across 
from lake 

*Bridal wreath, Spiraea thunbergii ‘Ogon’, swath of shrubs with arching branches and 
tiny white flowers 

Left side before the 
gravel path  

CONTINUE BEYOND THE GRAVEL PATH  
Camellia japonica, tomato red flowers Right side just beyond 

lantern 
AT THE SHOJI SCREENS, TURN RIGHT   

TURN LEFT BEFORE TEA HOUSE, GO DOWN THE CURVING PATH  
Magnolia stellata, small trees with delicate white star-like blossoms Both sides of path 
Winter Honeysuckle, Lonicera fragrantissima, small sweetly fragrant white blooms with 
protruding yellow stamens, leaves absent 

Right at curve of path 

Maule’s Quince, Chaenomeles japonica ‘Contorta’, thorny shrub, white flowers smudged 
with pink 

Left of path  

AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PATH, TURN RIGHT, CURVING AROUND THE LAKE  
AT INTERSECTION, TURN LEFT TO ENTER 

Joan Van Arnam Memorial Walk 
 

*Helleborus ‘Onyx Odyssey’, clusters of dusky purple flowers with bright white stamens Right of path 
*Lily of the Valley Bush, Piers japonica ‘Dorothy Wycoff’, a grouping of compact 
rounded shrub with reddish purple buds opening to cascades of soft pink flowers aging to 
white 

Right of path before the 
bridge 

Chinese Winterhazel, Corylopsis sinensis var. calvescens, stand of very tall, multi-
stemmed shrubs with abundant tiny yellow flowers 

Left of path 

Witch Hazel, Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Arnold Promise’, yellow fringed flowers, spicy scent Right of path 
Saucer Magnolia, Magnolia x soulangiana ‘CV’, multi stemmed tree with green conical 
catkins opening to blossoms with deep purple undersides and cream uppers 

Right of path 

AT INTERSECTION, TURN LEFT AND LEFT DOWN THE STEPS ENTERING 

Woodland Walk 
 

Throughout this garden area, look for a variety of blooming Hellebores and daffodils 
Winter hardy ferns create a wonderful variety of texture and color 

 

Narcissus ‘Cum Laude’, swath of peachy yellow flowers with a green eye and rich salmon 
band along a ruffled edge 

Left of path 

Witch Hazel, Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Aphrodite’, upright deciduous shrub with burnt 
orange spidery flowers along the stems 

Throughout 

*Paperbush, Edgeworthia papyrifera, deciduous shrub with extremely fragrant flower 
clusters along bare branches 

Right of path 

AT THE END OF THE PATH, TURN RIGHT TO ENTER 

WHITE GARDEN  
 

*Bleeding Heart, Lamprocapnos spectabilis ‘Alba’, cluster of small plants with bright 
green foliage and creamy white heart shaped flowers along arching stems 

Right of path 

RETRACING YOUR STEPS, LOOK RIGHT  
GRACE ARENTS GARDEN 

Victorian Style Garden  

 

Enjoy a colorful display of spring flowers; fragrant hyacinths, daffodils, tulips and violas  
WALK TOWARDS CHILDREN’S GARDEN, TO ENTER  
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Lake Walk 
Along this path, signs of spring:  emerging foliage, bulbs flowers beginning to bloom  
Columnar Sargent Cherry, Prunus sargentii ‘Columnaris’, small tree with upright growth 
habit, delicate pink blossoms along bare branches 

Left side 

BEAR LEFT INTO 

LUCY PAYNE MINOR GARDEN 
 

Maule’s Quince, Chaenomeles japonica ‘Toyo Nishiki’, palest pink flowers aging to white Left of path before 
‘Chance’ Dock 

Lily of the Valley Bush, Pieris japonica ‘Mt. Fire’, pendulous clusters of white flowers on 
small shrub 

Right of path  

Lily of the Valley Bush, Pieris japonica, tall shrubs with cascade of white flowers Beyond gazebo, both 
sides 

BEAR LEFT ONTO STAMPED CONCRETE WALK, THEN LEFT AGAIN ONTO 
AGGREGATE PATH 

 

Jonquil Daffodil, Narcissus jonquilla var. henriquesii, petite yellow trumpet flowers Left side at path 
intersection  

Look for a variety of colorful redbuds along the lake edge below the rose garden and 
Yoshino cherry trees rimming the roses 

 

Paperbush, Edgeworthia tomentosa ‘Nanjing Gold’, (formerly E. chrysantha) white buds 
open to yellow flowers on low shrub, very fragrant 

Small triangle bed 
opposite Lotus Bridge 

TURN LEFT TO FOLLOW THE PATH ACROSS THE TOP OF THE ROSE GARDEN, 
TURN RIGHT TO GO UP THE MAIN PATH 

 

Lily of the Valley Bush, Piers japonica ‘Variegata’, shrub with glossy dark green leaves 
edged in white, small white flowers 

Left of path 

Chinese Redbud, Cercis chinensis ‘Avondale’, stand of unique multi-stemmed trees with 
dark pink flowers on bare branches 

Left of path before shoji 
screens 

Iris, Iris reticulata ‘Harmony’, miniature plants with royal blue flowers with white rimmed 
gold crest on falls, sweetly fragrant 

Left of path at gravel 
cross path 

*Magnolia, Magnolia x ‘Sundance’, tall tree with palest yellow blooms Left of path 
*Japanese Maple, Acer palmatum ‘Sangu-Kaku’, multi-stemmed tree with v-shaped 
habit, distinctive coral-red winter bark, color intensifies in cold weather to almost salmon 

Left side after gravel 
path 

*Blood-twig dogwood, Cornus sanguinea, vivid red twigs on multi-stemmed shrub Left side after gravel 
path 

*Blood-twig dogwood, Cornus sanguinea ‘Winter Flame’, yellow, orange, and reddish-
tinged stems on multi-trunked shrub. 

Right side 

TURN RIGHT ON BRICK PATH TO RETURN TO VISITORS CENTER  
 


