
 
 
STORY TIME DESCRIPTION 
Insects and other bugs are present in every garden. Some are very evident others you 
have to look more closely for them. Some of them are either a friend or foe to the 
garden. Insects and other bugs help us in lots of cool ways. Today’s story is                 
Over in the Garden by Jennifer Ward; a one to ten counting book about insects set in a 
lively garden. Read and sing to the tune of “Over in the Meadow” while moving like the 
insects and searching for the hidden numbers on each page. 

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES  
 Bug Theme: Prekinders provides resources like related books, songs, nursery 

rhymes, activities, and other links for implementing a bug themed unit. 

 Insects Unit Study: Gift of Curiosity  offers a unit of study on insects. They provide 
lessons on bee’s, butterflies, ants, ladybugs, and silk worms.  

 Bug and Insect Habitat: How to build a simple bug hotel     

EXPLORATION (TAKE IT OUTSIDE) 
Teaching young children about insects and bugs may seem complex, but it’s not. This 
topic is fun and a great way to introduce your little ones to STEM concepts. You never 
know you just might have a budding entomologist waiting to emerge. Grab the kids and 
head outside for a bug hut! Below are some ways to support and guide their interest in 
bugs. 
 
  Supply recycle containers for children to collect dead bugs (specimen) 

 Allow children to search for bugs and insects in your compost piles or bins  

 Provide child-friendly field guides  

 Embrace their natural curiosity about bugs 

 Plant a variety of plants that attract pollinators 

 Model how to “observe” before “interacting” with bugs and insects 

 Model how to “catch and release” (Use the Goodbye Poem) 

 Give them journals to write or draw about bugs they see o want to learn about 

 Take children outside daily 

 
  

 

 

STORY TIME RESOURCES  
OVER IN THE GARDEN 

https://www.amazon.com/Over-Garden-Jennifer-Ward/dp/0873587936
https://www.prekinders.com/bugs-theme/
https://kidsgardening.org/garden-activities-save-your-seeds/
https://www.redtedart.com/simple-bug-hotel-for-kids/?cn-reloaded=1


OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES  
 Yoga for Kids: Getting Buggy with It: Kids Yoga Stories provides resources, books, and 

fun interactive ways to support yoga and mindfulness. 

 Backyard Book Series: Backyard Book Series is a series of nonfiction books about different 

bugs and insects written by Judy Allen. 

 Making Observations/Beetles Project: Use the concept of “I notice, I wonder, and It 

reminds me of” to investigate plant parts beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-

content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf 

 What’s an Insect? Everyday Learning: VPM PBS has a video called What’s an Insect? 

There’s supporting materials about how to identify a bug from an insect. 

 Watch  All About Insects for Children: Bee’s, Butterflies, Ladybugs, Ants and Flies for Kids by 
Free School to learn how to identify a bug from an insect.                                                                                                                                          

RELATED CHILDREN’S FICTION AND NON-FICTION BOOKS 
 Some Bugs by Angela DiTerlizzi 

 Bugs in the Garden by Beatrice Alemagna  

 What Lives in the Garden? by John Woodward 

 Over Under in the Garden: An Alphabet Book by Pat Schories  

 Bugs A to Z  by Caroline Lawton 

 What if There Were No Bee’s? by Suzanne Slade  

 Hello World! Backyard Bugs by Jill McDonald  

 The Backyard Bug Book for Kids: Storybook, Insect Facts, and Activities  by Lauren 
Davidson  
   

 

 
 

https://www.kidsyogastories.com/insect-bug-yoga/
https://us.macmillan.com/series/backyardbooks/
file:///C:/Users/tarneshiae/Desktop/Virtual%20Field%20Trips/beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf
file:///C:/Users/tarneshiae/Desktop/Virtual%20Field%20Trips/beetlesproject.org/cms/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/I-Notice-I-Wonder-It-Reminds-Me-Of.pdf
https://vpm.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ket-earlychild-sci8/whats-an-insect/support-materials/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKQfJFAHW8Q
http://www.angeladiterlizzi.com/some-bugs
https://www.amazon.com/Bugs-Garden-Beatrice-Alemagna/dp/071486238X
https://www.amazon.com/What-Lives-Garden-Books/dp/0764121081/ref=sr_1_1?crid=TDVIAFNOE4AQ&dchild=1&keywords=what+lives+in+the+garden&qid=1598462633&s=books&sprefix=what+lives+in+the+%2Cstripbooks%2C165&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Over-Under-Garden-Alphabet-Book/dp/0374356777/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=over+under+in+the+garden&qid=1598462697&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Bugs-Z-Caroline-Lawton/dp/0545273307/ref=sr_1_1?crid=91CAO1NYRPUC&dchild=1&keywords=bugs+a+to+z+lawton&qid=1598462811&s=books&sprefix=bugs+a+to+%2Cstripbooks%2C157&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/What-There-Were-Bees-Grassland/dp/140486394X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2VNI679LMS9ZC&dchild=1&keywords=what+if+there+were+no+bees&qid=1598462856&s=books&sprefix=what+if+there+%2Cstripbooks%2C168&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Backyard-Bug-Book-Kids-Activities/dp/1641525258/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1NUXUJA7OHY3Q&dchild=1&keywords=hello+world+backyard+bugs&qid=1598462918&s=books&sprefix=hello+world%21%2Cstripbooks%2C170&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyQkJSUUg5N1BUMTlRJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODM3MjM0M1YyNExQOTRZVEJBMyZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwOTQ3NzAzWUpCRzJOTzMwNTQ5JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/Backyard-Bug-Book-Kids-Activities/dp/1641525258/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=35S2FT8TT09ZK&dchild=1&keywords=the+backyard+bug+book+for+kids&qid=1598463030&s=books&sprefix=the+backyard+%2Cstripbooks%2C179&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyWldOU1pQOEVUSlhKJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODQ3OTM3M0s1Tk9WSUZVMkdCWSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwOTQ3NzAzWUpCRzJOTzMwNTQ5JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==

