
 

SEEK GLOBAL INSPIRATION; GARDEN LOCALLY 
WINTER SYMPOSIUM  
52nd CVNLA SHORT COURSE AND PESTICIDE RECERTIFICATION 
FEBRUARY 10, 11, 12, 2021 
 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
 
8:30 AM 
ZOOM WEBINAR OPENS 
 
9 AM 
WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS 
 
9:05 AM 
READING DYNAMIC LANDSCAPES 
Rick Darke, Rick Darke LLC, Landscape Ethics, Photography, and Contextual 

Design 

Local and global trends in ecological stewardship are inspiring designs that embrace dynamic 
plant and animal communities. Because such landscapes are constantly in flux, their creation 
and care require enhanced skill in observation, analysis and strategy. This presentation 
illustrates how to enhance your ability to read into pre-existing and ongoing dynamics in a wide 
range of landscapes including residential gardens, parks, preserves and highly disturbed urban 
sites. The focus will be on the regenerative qualities of dynamic relationships and the resiliency 
that results from celebrating the inevitability of change.   
 
10:05 AM  
BREAK 
 
10:10 AM 
THE EVOLUTION OF A NEW RESILIENCE DESIGNER  
Larry Weaner, Weaner Landscape Design 
For more than 30 years, Larry Weaner has been a leader in creating resilient landscapes 
incorporating native plants. He chronicles his own journey and revelations about designing with 
native plants and his evolving understanding about how to work with the natural forces of the 
plant world to create native-friendly, resilient and beautiful landscapes. 
 
11:10 AM  
BREAK 
 
11:20 AM 
ADVENTURES IN EDEN: TALES OF GARDEN MAKING IN EUROPE TODAY 
Carolyn Mullet, author and garden designer 
We live in a time of great energy in garden making—private spaces that express ideas about 
beauty, place, nature, wildness, and sometimes fantasy. In this talk, Carolyn Mullet draws on 
her recent book Adventures in Eden, exploring through images the stories behind personal 
havens scattered across Europe that she chose not for their pedigree but for their owner’s 
passion and creativity. Each exhibits a deep love of eloquent garden design and a commitment 



 
to creating atmospheric, plant-rich environments. And there’s a bonus: You may be able to visit 
these gardens in person, depending on the owner’s schedule, the next time you find yourself in 
Europe.  
 
12:20 PM 
LUNCH BREAK  
 
1 PM 
UPROOTED: A GARDENER REFLECTS ON BEGINNING AGAIN 
Page Dickey, author and garden designer 
Page describes leaving her beloved garden, Duck Hill, after 34 years, finding a new home in 
northwest Connecticut at the foot of the Berkshire Mountains, and falling in love with its land. A 
garden emerges with echoes of Duck Hill, but deeply entwined with the surrounding fields and 
woods. We will learn how her approach to gardening and garden design changed with this new 
adventure.  
 
2 PM  
BREAK 
 
2:15 PM 
NEW NATURALISM: DESIGNING AND PLANTING A RESILIENT, ECOLOGICALLY 
VIBRANT HOME GARDEN 
Kelly Norris, horticulturist, author and presenter 
In this era of purposeful and thoughtful gardening, planting is a powerful verb. Planting gardens 
inspired by nature promotes authentic connections with land, environment and humanity. Why 
not make a garden that works and looks good doing it? Landscapes at home and in the public 
realm can be beautiful and ecologically functional if we deepen our understanding of plants and 
place. In this lecture especially tailored to garden enthusiasts with examples from around the 
world, plantsman and author Kelly Norris challenges audiences to plant the world a more 
beautiful, functional place. 
 
3:15 PM 
ADJOURN 
 
 

 

Continuing Education hours can be self-reported for: Master Gardeners, Master 

Naturalists, Landscape Designers 

Continuing Education hours are pending for: CVNLA, VNLA, Virginia Certified 

Horticulturist, Chesapeake Bay Landscape Professional, Landscape Architects, 

and Certified Arborists.   

 


