
 

 

 
 
STORY TIME DESCRIPTION 
Do you know what you want to be when you grow up? Mae Carol Jemison knew exactly 
what she wanted to be and grew up to be the astronaut she dreamed of being as a little 
girl. Mae Among the Stars by Roda Ahmed is a book inspired by the life of Dr. Mae 
Jemison the first African-American woman to travel in space. Black History Month will 
be over soon, but you can read books that celebrate African-American stories of past and 
present-day events and people all year long. Here’s a link to 60 children’s picture books 
to promote awareness of children’s literature by Black authors and a list of 50 best 
multicultural picture books of 2020.  
 

HANDS-ON ACTIVITIES  
 Space & Astronaut: KidsSoup.com provides crafts, games, activities and printable 

resources for a space and astronaut theme.  

 More Space Activities: We are Teachers has 23 out-of-this-world space activities 
for children. 

 Straw Rocket: To make a straw rocket print this template developed by NASA 
demonstrating how to assemble the rockets. This is a great STEM activity. 

 Phases of the Moon: Visit simplylearningkids.com to download and print an Oreo 
moon phase mat. This is a great hands-on way for young children to learn and 
identify phases of the moon. 

 Famous Women and Men in Science: Little Bins for Little Hands has an 
educational resource featuring Famous People in Science developed for ages 5-12. 

 Coloring Sheet: Enjoy this coloring page of Dr. Mae Jemison.  
 

OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES  
 Black History in Virginia: Learn more about Black History across Virginia. Explore all 

the history and culture Virginia offers. 

 Explore Richmond History: Explore Richmond History with self-guided 
Richmond History tours presented by The Valentine Museum. 

 Elegba Folklore Society: Elegba Folklore Society is a resource for African World 
cultural arts. Visit them for upcoming events. 

STORY TIME RESOURCES  
MAE AMONG THE STARS 

https://www.amazon.com/Mae-Among-Stars-Roda-Ahmed/dp/0062651730/ref=as_li_ss_tl?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1547559513&sr=1-1&keywords=Mae+Among+the+Stars+|+Roda+Ahmed&linkCode=sl1&tag=blachisbooaut-20&linkId=153ac07b9a0942c98cb13af745711f05&language=en_US
https://bcbooksandauthors.com/60-picture-books-for-black-history-month/
https://coloursofus.com/the-50-best-multicultural-picture-books-of-2020/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Best_YA&utm_medium=email
https://coloursofus.com/the-50-best-multicultural-picture-books-of-2020/?utm_source=sendinblue&utm_campaign=Best_YA&utm_medium=email
https://www.kidssoup.com/activity/space-and-astronauts-preschool-activities-lessons-games-and-printables
https://www.weareteachers.com/space-activities-for-kids/
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/pdfs/sodastrawrocket.pdf
http://www.simplylearningkids.com/2016/02/oreo-moon-phase-match-printable/
http://www.simplylearningkids.com/2016/02/oreo-moon-phase-match-printable/
https://ultimateslimeguide.com/famous-scientists-pack/
https://scienceworksmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Mae-Jemison-Coloring-Sheet.pdf
https://www.virginia.org/blackhistoryattractions/
https://thevalentine.org/selfguidedtours/
https://thevalentine.org/selfguidedtours/
https://efsinc.org/


 

 

 Diversity & Inclusion: First Book created “Stories for All Project” to increase 
awareness in diversity, inclusion, and cultural differences through literacy. You will 
find books and resources for children and educators. 

 Phases of the Moon: Watch this animated video called “Phases of the Moon 
Explanation for Kids” that explains how the moon and sun depend on one another. 

 Meet Nastassja E. Swift: Nastassja E. Swift was the 2019 Creative in Residence 
for the Children's Museum of Richmond. Learn more about Nastassja and her work. 
Visit the Children’s Museum downtown location to see the permanently installed 
sculptures created by her. 

 Listen to a Story: Watch and listen to a read aloud of The ABCs of Black History 
by Rio Cortez 

 On Netflix: Watch Bookmarks on Netflix. This is a show that features twelve five 
minute episodes of different children’s books written by African-American authors 
being read by prominent African-American celebrities and artists.  

RELATED CHILDREN’S BOOKS  
 Mae Jemison: A Kids Book About Reaching Your Dreams by Mary Nhin  

 Mae Jemison (Rookie Biographies) by Jodie Shepard 

 The Voyage of Mae Jemison by Susan Canizares and Samantha Berger  

 Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race               
by Margot Lee Shetterly  

 A Computer Called Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Helped Put America on the 
Moon by Suzanne Slade 

 Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Put Astronauts on the Moon        
by Helaine Becker  

 Ron’s Big Mission by Rose Blue 

 Salt in His Shoes: Michael Jordan in Pursuit of a Dream                                                
by Deloris Jordan and Rosyln M. Jordan 

 Black Women in Science: A Black History Book for Kids                                                
by PhD Kimberly Brown Pellum 

 Young Gifted and Black: Meet 52 Black Heroes from Past and Present                       
by Jamia Wilson 

 Baby Young, Gifted, and Black: With a Mirror by Jamia Wilson    

 Little Dreamers: Visionary Women Around the World by Vashti Harrison 

 The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles 

 Rosa’s Bus: The Ride to Civil Rights by Jo S. Kittinger  

 Michelle’s Garden: How the First Lady Planted Seeds of Change by Sharee Miller  

 You Matter by Christian Robinson  

 Buzzing with Questions: The Inquisitive Mind of Charles Henry Turner                      
by Janice N. Harrington  
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.fbmarketplace.org/stories-for-all-project?utm_source=npp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=partneroutreach&utm_content=pt_2.5.21_silverado_empoweringeducators
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWeaQctUp1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWeaQctUp1c
https://www.childrensmuseumofrichmond.org/blog/2021/02/spotlight-nastassja-e-swift/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTQNQW0BApc&t=42s
https://www.netflixbookmarks.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Mae-Jemison-About-Reaching-Dreams/dp/163731048X/ref=pd_sbs_3?pd_rd_w=mV4n5&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=MKS5WNANZQSRV0MDAR4Y&pd_rd_r=5e2e91cf-110d-4e25-87e5-c3ae44831431&pd_rd_wg=EnNdV&pd_rd_i=163731048X&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Jemison-Rookie-Biographies-Jodie-Shepherd/dp/0531209970/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1N1GKL1ZANXZ2&dchild=1&keywords=mae+jemison+biography+for+kids&qid=1613664167&s=books&sprefix=mae+je%2Cstripbooks%2C197&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Voyage-Mae-Jemison-Social-Studies/dp/B01M1EJZYU
https://www.amazon.com/Hidden-Figures-Story-Black-Women/dp/0062742469/ref=pd_lpo_14_img_1/146-9587414-9400713?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0062742469&pd_rd_r=ec6492cc-09fe-403d-be58-309b8bce860e&pd_rd_w=220Ib&pd_rd_wg=zTMj2&pf_rd_p=16b28406-aa34-451d-8a2e-b3930ada000c&pf_rd_r=MKS5WNANZQSRV0MDAR4Y&psc=1&refRID=MKS5WNANZQSRV0MDAR4Y
https://www.amazon.com/Computer-Called-Katherine-Johnson-America/dp/0316435171/ref=pd_sbs_8?pd_rd_w=H2Fqz&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=0QY974X5KRTXNYJKP2K6&pd_rd_r=fa6f707d-0a01-4f2b-be3e-8af75ed606fa&pd_rd_wg=FNLm9&pd_rd_i=0316435171&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Computer-Called-Katherine-Johnson-America/dp/0316435171/ref=pd_sbs_8?pd_rd_w=H2Fqz&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=0QY974X5KRTXNYJKP2K6&pd_rd_r=fa6f707d-0a01-4f2b-be3e-8af75ed606fa&pd_rd_wg=FNLm9&pd_rd_i=0316435171&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Counting-Katherine-Johnson-Astronauts-Moon/dp/1529005590/ref=pd_sbs_29?pd_rd_w=I6y6t&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=8MGKKTBDTPEB6T4BAHVP&pd_rd_r=c21625a9-8f36-4386-987b-3cfb5cfc4e45&pd_rd_wg=H6lXz&pd_rd_i=1529005590&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Rons-Big-Mission-Rose-Blue/dp/0525478493/ref=pd_sbs_47?pd_rd_w=j0sr9&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=3EAT87315ECBRVS5AZM1&pd_rd_r=52efbe74-cca1-4006-879b-281263f02381&pd_rd_wg=FoNG3&pd_rd_i=0525478493&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Salt-His-Shoes-Michael-Pursuit/dp/0689834195/ref=pd_sbs_21?pd_rd_w=1b4FT&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=HQX09WYJ385J912PAW6M&pd_rd_r=f121d612-e8af-4754-9853-8866477cb5b8&pd_rd_wg=kqFYA&pd_rd_i=0689834195&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Women-Science-History-Book/dp/1641527072/ref=pd_sbs_18?pd_rd_w=IhxUK&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=N4Z7PQSA1STWWET2DDQ7&pd_rd_r=2d05447f-7dcb-48f8-8e6b-b954054366f6&pd_rd_wg=1vJTd&pd_rd_i=1641527072&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Young-Gifted-Black-Heroes-Present/dp/1786031582/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=%E2%80%A2+Young+Gifted+and+Black%3A+Meet+52+Black+Heroes+from+Past+and+Present+by+Jamia+Wilson&qid=1613664040&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Young-Gifted-Black-Heroes-Present/dp/1786031582/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=%E2%80%A2+Young+Gifted+and+Black%3A+Meet+52+Black+Heroes+from+Past+and+Present+by+Jamia+Wilson&qid=1613664040&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Baby-Young-Gifted-Black-Mirror/dp/0711261415/ref=pd_sbs_29?pd_rd_w=3ipMO&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=1V0Q7WH9JA211JSS801X&pd_rd_r=33e0f9b6-1c24-46f5-bcb5-1268add2e3a9&pd_rd_wg=dG9P8&pd_rd_i=0711261415&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Dreamers-Visionary-Around-Harrison/dp/0316475173/ref=pd_sim_12?pd_rd_w=EDXtr&pf_rd_p=ebcf67b7-c067-4864-a00f-469c4ba3831d&pf_rd_r=PWCANJNAYKB5FJBYWHMT&pd_rd_r=4fb0bd54-7cbf-43d7-82f9-274c2d24e8cd&pd_rd_wg=NgPeJ&pd_rd_i=0316475173&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Story-Ruby-Bridges-Special-Anniversary/dp/0439472261/ref=bmx_11?pd_rd_w=3ll0O&pf_rd_p=f71775c5-9fe6-4e06-a8bc-a95de49acaab&pf_rd_r=VB1YXSKAE61A7X71BV64&pd_rd_r=0da0b251-67b8-4b90-b65c-ffe0750d4e1a&pd_rd_wg=0V7lC&pd_rd_i=0439472261&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Rosas-Bus-Ride-Civil-Rights/dp/1629798487/ref=pd_sbs_28?pd_rd_w=1b4FT&pf_rd_p=3ec6a47e-bf65-49f8-80f7-0d7c7c7ce2ca&pf_rd_r=HQX09WYJ385J912PAW6M&pd_rd_r=f121d612-e8af-4754-9853-8866477cb5b8&pd_rd_wg=kqFYA&pd_rd_i=1629798487&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Michelles-Garden-First-Planted-Change/dp/0316458570/ref=sr_1_4?crid=1DZ1SDW28HNQD&dchild=1&keywords=michelle+obama+book&qid=1613663669&s=books&sprefix=miche%2Cstripbooks%2C209&sr=1-4
https://www.amazon.com/You-Matter-Christian-Robinson/dp/1534421696/ref=pd_sbs_14_57?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1534421696&pd_rd_r=a6c2a7ae-6438-4cce-970a-a02e0578563b&pd_rd_w=gwLtR&pd_rd_wg=GViGM&pf_rd_p=d2a3ee7d-5d69-4331-b32f-a3ce40b5e0d3&pf_rd_r=XWBKTJJCNP46WPK5X810&psc=1&refRID=XWBKTJJCNP46WPK5X810
https://www.amazon.com/Buzzing-Questions-Inquisitive-Charles-Turner/dp/1629795585/ref=pd_sbs_14_57?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1629795585&pd_rd_r=1c93b859-12e7-4a73-b691-39ef30f3a77b&pd_rd_w=PSOsU&pd_rd_wg=VKDkt&pf_rd_p=d2a3ee7d-5d69-4331-b32f-a3ce40b5e0d3&pf_rd_r=S2YQPVPD8QCHSR11CZKP&psc=1&refRID=S2YQPVPD8QCHSR11CZKP

