Drawing in Practice: Integrating Form & Fluency Materials
List

Students are encouraged to bring the drawing materials they are most comfortable using to create images
(sketchbook, preferred quarter sheet of paper, pencils, pens, watercolor, or other preferred tools).
Because portions of the class may take place outdoors in the Garden, please come prepared for the weather and
for working outside. Consider bringing items that support your comfort such as:

e Sunscreen

e Water for hydration

e A hat or weather-appropriate clothing

e A portable stool or seating if you prefer additional comfort while drawing
Students are responsible for choosing the materials and outdoor supplies that best support their working style and
comfort during class.

Note: This course uses the Garden as a living classroom as part of its learning environment. Students draw
directly from seasonal plant specimens to strengthen observational skills through real-world study. Working both
outdoors and in the studio, they examine structure, proportion, light, and form while developing stronger visual art
skills.

Questions? Ideas? Please email Stephey @ mbtmuse .com | www.markedbythemuse.com

Course Description:
Summer Session — Drawing in Practice: Integrating Form & Fluency

Prerequisite: Introduction to Botanical Drawing Part Il: Shading & Form

Have you ever spent hours working on a drawing, carefully applying techniques like sketching, shading, or
measuring proportions, yet the result still doesn’t come together the way you imagined?

Most students assume the solution is to learn more techniques. But often what's missing is something more
fundamental: understanding how the drawing process itself works. Knowing how observation, interpretation, and
mark-making work together is essential for creating the work you envision and becoming a more proficient
botanical artist.

This class provides the time and guidance to practice that process deliberately, allowing the relationship between
observation, interpretation, and mark-making to mature.

Each session begins with short observational warm-ups designed to synchronize the eye—brain—hand loop and
sharpen one of your most valuable creative tools as a botanical artist. Working both in the garden (weather
permitting) and in the studio, we will explore practical ways to build form through contour, cross-contour, plane
shifts, light, and shading.

As drawings develop, we will also practice evaluating what is happening on the page—Ilearning how to recognize
when a drawing stalls, why it happens, and how to identify solutions that move the work forward. Confidence
grows through this process. It doesn’t come from waiting until you know exactly what to do or from collecting more
techniques. It develops through critical thinking, adjustment, and sustained engagement with the work.



After all, drawing isn’t magic—it’s simply marks on paper. Every drawing emerges line by line through a series of

decisions. When you learn how to guide those decisions, the process becomes clearer, more enjoyable and your
drawings begin to grow with it.

Because drawing fluency develops through sustained practice, this class is designed to be taken more than once.

Each session offers new subjects, new observations, and new opportunities to refine your personal drawing
process.



